The basic trust of this study is to determine the impact of the use of vigilante groups and informants in the control of crime in Isiala Mbano Local Government area of Imo State, Nigeria. This study was descriptive in nature. 749 copies of questionnaire were retrieved from the general public, 15 sets of questionnaire were distributed and retrieved from Rank and File police personnel in each of the three communities selected for the study. Three senior police officers and three Key Informants from each of the communities were interviewed making a total sample of 812 respondents. Data was collected through questionnaire and interview (KIP). Chi-square statistical tool was used to analyze the hypotheses formulated for the study. The findings revealed that vigilante groups are effective in the control of crime and that use of informants by the police did not in any way contribute to crime control. Based on the findings, the study recommended that vigilante groups should be official recognized by the authority and provided with adequate working tools to work, the activities of vigilante groups should be monitored and by the formal police organization to make sure they are not overzealous in the discharge of security duties, the police should develop a water tight method of protecting the identities of informants to encourage more informants in the community, and a good reward system should be established by the communities to encourage the vigilante groups to effectively discharge their duties.
INTRODUCTION
The Nigeria communities are faced with enormous criminal and antisocial behaviours, which constitute great threat to lives and property in the country, Awurum (2018). The police whose primary function is the protection of lives and property is bedeviled with many challenges, which inhibits the effective discharge of its statutory functions. Issues such as poor salary, shortage of staff, corruption in the system, lack of public cooperation, shortage of working equipment, and more have greatly thwarted the effectiveness of the police in crime reduction and control. The police seem to be the least paid amongst the paramilitary in Nigeria. They seem to work in an un-conducive environment with insufficient and outdated working tools such as gadgets, arms and so on. But in spite of these challenges, effort haves been made by the police to reduce and control crime. These efforts include the use of patrol teams, police informants and vigilante groups etc. However, in all the efforts to checkmate criminal activities, the police seemed to have worked alone as there is still a gap between the community and the police. In other words, the police may not have collaborated with the community in its effort to reduce and control crime.
The police try to reduce and control crime but their efforts seemed to have proved abortive as crime still persist on a high rate and the gap between the police and the community continue to increase Awurum (2018). This will bring to bear the questioning of whether community policing is necessary in Isiala Mbano Local Government Area of Imo State, Nigeria. There is therefore, need, to examine the effectiveness of community policing, how vigilante security outfit and use of informants have helped in the control of crime in Isiala Mbano L.G.A.
II. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The main objective of this study is to examine whether vigilante security outfit and the use of informants have helped the police in crime control in Isiala Mbano Local Government Area of Imo State, Nigeria.
III. RESEARCH HYPOTHESES
To satisfy the objectives of this study the following hypotheses were formulated:  Vigilante security groups significantly influence crime control  There is a positive relationship between use of informants and crime control IV. REVIEW OF LITERATURE AND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK Some scholars have commented on the issue of vigilante groups and crime control. Vigilante is used loosely to refer to a range of different groups, each with different motives. The term has been applied to groups such as Bakassi Boys in Aba, Abia State of Nigeria, who were initially set up with the purpose of fighting crime without an explicit political agenda as well as to others such as Odua People's Congress (OPC), the Yoruba ethnic militia active in the South West of Nigeria. However, from 1999, the OPC changed its fundamental objectives of seeking self-determination for the Yoruba people to crime fighting activities and the settlement of dispute.
The activities of vigilante groups are more visible at night. Zumve (2012) notes that; "generally these groups are more active in the night than during the day.
Usually, able bodied young men of each community supported financially and mentally by other members are charged with the task of securing the community and enforcing law, often with the aid of small weapons, such as machetes, bows and arrows, spears and guns". Ekeh (2019) argues that it does not make sense to talk of government, which is divorced from the protection, it can offer to those under its control. According to him, Nigerian government has virtually told Nigerians to provide for their own protection. It can be deduced from the above that the proliferation of vigilante groups in contemporary Nigeria is as a result of increased crime rate and perhaps practical failure on the part of the police to offer protective services to the people.
Eke (2017), explained that vigilante groups originated due to lack of the presence and laxity of governmental agencies fighting crime in the communities. To this end, the people had no option than to find a way of defending and protecting themselves from criminal victimization. In other words, police in Nigeria seems to be under staffed and cannot cover the nooks and crannies of Nigerian society. In this circumstance, many Nigeria communities have not looked to the Nigeria police force for their protection from violent criminals or from other sources of danger. Instead, they have resorted to other means for their own protection. These means include unregulated and often violent reprisal against suspected sources of their collective endangerment.
The populace for their own protection demanded vigilante groups because the people have no trust in government police organization. As Farris (2018) puts it, "fed up with the soaring crime and ineffective police, Nigerians are embracing vigilante groups despite their murderous methods". In the words of Ali (2016) , the Nigerian police are ineffective and corrupt. This fact made the public skeptical about their ability to live up to expectations with respect to crime reduction and control. For Tope (2019), public tolerance of vigilante groups is very high. After suffering years of violent crime, abuse by the security forces, and government inaction, people appeared to have given up expecting the government or the police to provide security or protection. Studies by Sherman (2002 and Kane 2005) revealed that community members' perception of local police and other government institutions in their communities also have colossal influence on community members' decision to volunteer in crime control programmes.
Poor community participation based on lack of trust in the police, however, may be understandable and justifiable because no one would be willing to collaborate with nottrusted partners. A number of other factors may have occasioned the emergence of vigilante groups. Chukwuma (2001) asserts that the inability of the police to protect the lives and property of members of the society has given rise to community efforts at ensuring their own security. Okoro (2019), identified corruption, poverty, brutality, high cost of assessment of police services, non-personal relationship as some of the factors that made people lose faith in the police and their consequent preference for informal policing structures. Nigeria has witnessed the proliferation of private security companies and the surge in informal policing, that is, vigilantism (ethnic and religious) during the last few years. This uprising is attributed to the worrisome state of insecurity in the country in recent times, and the inability of the Nigerian Police Force (NPF) and other related government security agencies to curtail the situation. Thus, through the instrumentality of community policing in Nigeria, neighbourhood watch (vigilantism) has been officially recognized by the police to maintain community safety and security.
Apart from the use of vigilante to curb crime, the use of informant by the police appears to be a laudable technique in crime dictation and solution to some criminal cases. According to Raphael (2016), informants are the people in the community who alert the police concerning criminal activities in their various communities. For him, most community members do not even know these people as police informants.
The informants are the most sociable people in the community to the extent that hoodlums and criminals do not suspect their mission in the community. In the view of James (2002), an informant is a person who provides privileged information about a person or organization to an agency. The term is usually used with the law enforcement world, where they are officially known as Confidential or Criminal informants (CI), and can often be used to refer to the supply of information without the consent of the other parties and without the intent of malicious, personal, or financial gain. In the words of Anyaele and Maduekeya (2018) , relationship exist between the presence of police informants and crime reduction as the information given to the police by informants serves as a vital tool for the control of crime. Nwaeze (2010) study on Vigilantism and Crime Control in Contemporary Nigeria in Udenu Local Government Area of Enugu State discovered that, Nigerian police is ineffective with regards to crime control, and vigilante groups in its current form, sprang up to make up for their ineffectiveness. It also found that vigilante groups are gaining prominence as agents of crime control in contemporary Nigeria. A study by Chikwendu, Nwankwo and Oli (2016) on the role of vigilante service groups in crime control for sustainable development in Anambra State, South-East Nigeria found that the informal policing structures are significantly accepted as agents of crime control in communities where they exist.
The Rational Choice theory of James Coleman offers a theoretical explanation to the phenomenon understudy. The basic premise of rational choice theory is that man as an intelligent being considers his actions and choose among alternative the one that best offers maximum satisfaction. For this theory all social behaviours result from individuals who make their own decisions. The theory draws heavily on classical and economic theories of crime. It argues that crimes are broadly the result of rational choices based on the analysis of anticipated costs and benefits (Coleman, 2001) . Individuals choose to engage in crime in an effort to maximize their benefits and minimize their lost. Furthermore, it sees the use of vigilante security outfit and informants as a veritable rational choice among alternative to effectively control crime.
Study Area
Isiala The study made use of simple random sampling and a proportionate stratified random sampling to assign each community based on its population strength. Finally, systematic random sampling was used to choose households for the study. Stratified random sampling was used for the three communities not only because it helps to obtain a sample population that best represents the entire population, but also, it was used to ensure the presence of areas with prevalent crime in the sample and ensure the precision of the sample by reducing sampling error. Of 775 set of questionnaire 749 copies of questionnaire were retrieved from the general public, 15 sets of questionnaire were distributed and retrieved from Rank and File police personnel in each of the three communities selected for the study. Three senior police officers and three Key Informants from each of the communities were interviewed making a total sample of 812 respondents. The rank and file police personnel was used for this study because they are the police personnel that are seen in crime hotspots who try to combat crimes and criminal activities, reduce and control crime rate; therefore they have information that aided this research. Chi-Square statistical tool was used to analyze the data and the calculated value of × 2 was compared to the table value of × 2 at a significant level of 0.05 at a given degree of freedom.
VI. RESULT AND DISCUSSION
The table 1 below shows that the males are represented with 36.9%, while the females are represented with 63.1%. The implication of this is that the female folks are more interested when it comes to security issues as they constitute the most vulnerable in Isiala Mbano Local Government Area. Source: Field Survey, 2019. Source: Field Survey, 2019.
The table above shows that 4.5% of the respondents attained primary education, 58.5% attained secondary education, while 37.0% of the respondents attained tertiary education. This implies that most of the respondents are educated and are aware of the importance a secured community. 
Source: Field Survey, 2019
The table above shows that 91.1% of the respondents responded positively to the question in item one, 3.9% responded negatively. 92.4% responded positively to the question in item two, while 7.6% responded negatively. 96.1% responded positively to the question in item three, while 3.9% responded negatively to the question in item three. 0.2% responded positively to the question in item four, while 99.8% responded negatively. The implication of this is that majority of the respondents were of the view that vigilante security outfit has helped in the control of crime in Isiala Mbano. The above table is a 4x2 contingency table. The degree of freedom is derived as follows:
The degree of freedom = df is traced to chi-square table of value Where: df = (C-1) (R-1) (df ) = (4-1) (2-1) (df) = 3×1 df = 3
The table value of × 2 at a significant level of 0.05 and degree of freedom of 3 = 7.815. The calculated value of × 2 = 14
Decision Rule
When the calculated value of × 2 is greater than the table value, we reject the null (Ho) and accept the alternative (Hi). However, when the calculated value less than the table value, we reject the alternative and accept the null hypothesis. The calculated value of × 2 is 14. While at the significant level of 0.05 and degree of freedom of 3 the table value of × 2 7.815.
Since the table value of × 2 is less than the calculated value of × 2 , therefore the null hypothesis, which states that vigilante security groups do not significantly influence crime control in Isiala Mbano Local Government Area of Imo state is rejected.
Hypothesis Two  H1
There is a positive relationship between police informants and crime control.
 Ho There is no positive relationship between police informants and crime control. The above table is a 4x2 contingency table and the degree of freedom is derived as follows: Where: df = (C-1) (R-1) (df ) = (4-1) (2-1) (df) = 3×1 df = 3
The table value of × 2 at a significant level of 0.05 and degree of freedom of 3 = 7.815. The calculated value of × 2 = 7.3
Decision Rule
When the calculated value of × 2 is greater than the table value, we reject the null (Ho) and accept the alternative (Hi). However, when the calculated value less than the table value, we reject the alternative and accept the null hypothesis. The calculated value of × 2 is 7.3. While at the significant level of 0.05 and degree of freedom of 3 the table value of × 2 7.815.
Since the table value of × 2 is greater than the calculated ve of × 2 , therefore the null hypothesis, which states that there is no significant relationship between use of informant and control in Isiala Mbano L.G.A is accepted.
Discussion of results
The findings of this study reveal that the presence of vigilante groups in Isiala Mbano have helped in crime control. This is supported by the key important personnel (KIP) interviewed agreed that vigilante groups have been very effective and has helped tremendously to reduce crime in Isiala Mbano Local Government Area of Imo State. This is also in line with the opinion of the majority of the respondents (780 (96.1%) that presence of vigilante groups has helped in reducing the rate of crime in Isiala Mbano L.G.A... Furthermore, the study also reveals that the use of informants does not help in crime control in Isiala Mbano. This is in contrast with view of the police interviewed that police cannot get its work done without informants and their information.
The opinion of the majority of respondents agree 600 (73.9%) support this finding that Police informants have not been a veritable instrument in crime reduction and control in Isiala Mbano L.G.A. The key important personnel interviewed for this study attributed this to mistrust and fear the people have that the police will reveal their identity to the criminals. The corruption in the police did not help matters as some of these criminals bribe their ways out of detention and seen in the communities, which have sent a dangerous signals to would be informants.
Relationship exists between the presence of vigilante groups and crime control in Isiala Mbano. This is in line with the view of the police personnel interviewed that vigilante groups has been very effective and has helped tremendously to reduce crime in Isiala Mbano Local Government Area of Imo State. It is also in line with the finding of Eke (2017) that vigilante groups have been so effective in combating crime in most Nigerian societies, these groups have proven to some extent that crime control is highly achievable. Furthermore, we found that there is no significant relationship between police informants and crime control in Isiala Mbano. This is in contrast with view of the police interviewed that police can not get its work done without informants and their information. It is also in contrast with the findings of Anyaele and Maduekeya (2018) , that relationship exist between the presence of police informants and crime reduction as the information given to the police by informants serves as a vital tool for the control of crime.
VII. CONCLUSION
This work aimed at examining the effectiveness of community policing, how vigilante security outfit and use of informants have helped in the control of crime in Isiala Mbano Local Government Area of Imo State Nigeria. . In the course of this study, it was observed that the police is a regimental organization and is on order and directives. Each division has its specific jurisdiction and may not get involved in another jurisdiction therefore, they expect the people to be the police themselves and then give feedback to the police organization. In other words, even when a crime is reported, the police may not act if there is no order or directive from above to do so because the police do not interfere with crime issues outside its specific location. Nigerian society is faced with enormous security challenges which have made the government to beef up security in the country. It can also be said that crime rate is gradually reducing. The issue of crime in Isiala Mbano is gradually becoming outdated because of the effectiveness of the vigilante groups in the area, which has eventually made the people to develop confidence in them. It was observed that the government has failed to provide for the welfare of the police, which is saddled, with the task of protecting lives and property of the citizenry. The police lack police quarters, arms, good salary scale, battings, touch lights, communication gadgets. It was also observed that the police still use outdated patrol vans and guns and the police are short-staffed.
VIII. RECOMMENDATIONS
Base on the findings of this study, the following recommendation were made: 1. The vigilante groups should be official recognized by the authority and provided with adequate working tools such as touch lights, and other necessary materials to enable them carryout their duties effectively 2. The activities of vigilante groups should be monitored and by the formal police organization to make sure they are not overzealous in the discharge of security duties.
3. The police should develop a water tight method of protecting the identities of informants as this will encourage more informants in the community. 4. A good reward system should be established by the communities to encourage the vigilante groups to effectively discharge their duties.
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